Seeing Poverty: Kilachand Honors College First Year Seminar
Spring 2020

Podcast Assignment
Due: 4.23, 4.28, & 4.30
The podcast assignment is worth 25% of your final KHC PH103 grade.

Overview and objective

Students will create an audio file and post it to the internet.   The Podcast should serve as an audio diary of your time in PH103.  What has surprised you this semester?  Made you think? What is the story you want to tell about poverty or your experience in our class?
Formatting and Structure Guidance
We will be providing technical support during our seminar time to ensure everyone feels prepared to create an effective podcast.   Your podcast will be 7-10 minutes long.   You will turn in two products for this assignment:  1) the actual podcast and 2) a reflection on making the podcast.  Please put your last name on each page of the written assignment and number each page. 
Specifications:

You will turn in two final products for this assignment:

1. Save your podcast as an .mp3 or .m4a file (standard podcast formats)
2. Your written script and reflection questions on the experience. 
Reflection (answer the following questions –2 pages or so): 

· Do you feel your podcast will help its intended audience?

· Why did you make the artistic choices you did when creating your podcast?

· What surprised you about the technical aspects of creating a podcast?

· What surprised you about the artistic and rhetorical aspects of creating a podcast?

· What did you discover when you created your own podcast?

· What did this project help to teach you (or help you realize) about electronic communication? About the differences between this and written communication? About getting beyond the words?



1. Making Your Podcast

It's helpful to tackle a creative project in stages, such as

a. Conceptualize your podcast;

b. Begin researching the topic and outlining the script

c. Begin collecting your samples

d. Record the voice portion of the podcast

e. Mix your samples into a final podcast.

A. Concept 
Start by brainstorming to help give your project focus. Write out a few notes to yourself describing your overall concept. Be sure to hit all angles (sense of purpose, audience, context, statement of purpose, strategies, medium, arrangement, production and testing). It may help to create an imagined list of questions and answers between your intended listeners and you.  You should think of your audience as other KHC First year students (who did not take our seminar).   It's not to soon to start thinking about the about the audio samples you would like to collect. Do you want this to sound like a regular radio show? Then you'll want to create intro and exit music. 
 B. Begin researching the topic and outlining the script
Like most written documents, initial planning is essential--you'll want to do an outline or some kind of design plan to lay out how you will arrange material to achieve your purpose. Your written script does NOT need to be word-for-word, but rather an idea of each topic covered and how long it takes on the podcast. You should also include notes on any background music or noises you will incorporate in each section. You will also produce an audio file for the class to listen to on the due date.

C. Samples, Copyright
Your project must have at least three audio samples that you will manipulate or mix. You will need to consider the copyright concerns of each sample.

Tools needed
· Smartphone voice recorder

· Android: Easy Voice Recorder (Digipom)

· http://www.digipom.com/portfolio-items/easy-voice-recorder/ 
· iPhone: Voice Memos (Apple, pre-installed on all iPhones)

· http://www.macworld.com/article/2048983/get-to-know-ios-7-voice-memos.html 
· Audacity (for mixing on computer)

· http://audacity.sourceforge.net 
· Sound Cloud (web-based)

· www.soundcloud.com   
Step 1: Collect Audio
· Record audio using Easy Voice Recorder or Voice Memos and import the audio files to your computer

· Download royalty-free samples from the web to your computer

· http://ccmixter.org   (free)

Step 2: Mix it up!

Using Audacity, combine downloaded samples with your original recorded content to get your message across.

Step 3: Share it with the world!

Save your finished podcast as an  MP3. If you don’t already have one, create an account on Soundcloud and  upload your podcast, making sure to add PH103 as one of your tags (in addition to any other tags you wish to add).

Step 4: Explore!

Search for PH103 and, unless you’re the first one to upload your podcast, you should find your classmates’ podcasts. Listen, like and respond!
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