i,

f
+

WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

Department on the Cooperation of Men and Women
in Church and Scciety,

GENEVA (Switzerlend), 17 route de Malagnou.

II.

IIT.

v,

Report of the Consultation on
THEOLOGICAL AND SCIENTIFIC PERSPECTIVES ON
THE ROLE OF MEN AND WOMEN

AND ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR THE COOPERATION OF MEN AND WOMEN
IN CHURCH AND SOCIETY

Bnlarged Working Committee

Yale Divinity School
July 22 and 23, 1957

INDEX

The Introduo‘tiorlOllllouitiIIQlOO".lll!."'lOICOIV'OI.AI'D'.'.DIIip' 1
Why was this Consultation held?
Main Issues Facing the Department

Diagnosis of North American Attitudes Towards Women. essvvoesvosos De B

Barriers and Prejudices - Attitudes and Motivations
The Ordained and Other Ministries
Some New Insights of Present-Day Sociology and Psychology

Survey of Some Trends of Buropean Theological Thinking in This Area..5

The Image of God

The Fall

The Relationship between Redemption and Anthropology

What are the Biblical Toundations of the Differences
between Men and Women?

What Does the New Testament Say About Women? svseevvvsrvirrernnne po 9

The Challenge for the World Council of Churches,.....ccevsveevrses DPoll

List Of Participant's LA L R I T N B R I A S S S S S PRSP P.]_S




s




I. INTRODUCTION .

\gwhypthis Gonsultaﬁion?? (: Co nf;~ ; FE E - T

E As the»yearly meetings of the World Council of Cnurches were heing held
in the U.8.4. in 1957, ingluding the. meeting of: the Working Committee. of this
Department, it was decided to invite a few additional theologians, biblical
scholars, sociologists and psychologists. from North:America to meet with
the Working Committee. Up until now the thinking of the Department has been
influenced primarily by European theologians and biblical scholars. Might

- a few Buropean scholars confront, and be confronted by, a few North American

ones? What an opportunlty to have a real interchange. What new insights.

might the North Americans brang to the basic concerns of our Department?

, As we wanted real 1nterchange of 1deas; 1t was declded to have only
one address, that of" Pasteur André. Dumas of France, who is a member of the
Working: Committee, on the subjeot "Suwvey of Some’ Trends of Buropean Theo-
logical Thinking in this Area." ' (‘Repdrt of this address 1noluded), the -
rest of the two days to be spent in free exchange of ideas in discussion.
Needless-to.say, two days were not-enough time for this, but it .did help.to
see ‘thé concerns in the ‘background of a:North Americanisetting.: In retro-
spect, perhaps we should have had a sohnlarly address by -one of the -North-
Americans on a similar subject to that of Pasteur Dumas. But at least, and
as a result of the confrontations all of us realized.that North American
‘theologians and biblical scholarg have much to give as well as soclnloglsts
and psychologists. Cortalnly we "shall hope to hear more from all four of'
these dlsclpllnes from across the ‘seas. '

Main 1ssues faolng the Department on the Cooperation of Men and Wbmen.»-f;“

Y Madelelne Bﬂrot gave a brief introduction about the scope of the Depart-
ment and its place’ in’ the whole set- -up of the World Council of Churches. She
sald that the entire World Council is conoerned not only with the unity of
the Churchs but w1th its wholenesss both of which exist as given by God’ but,
which must be “estored and made manifest. The conviction” that the whnleness
of the Church ‘inpliés ‘the full participation nf all natibns, racés, sexess
young peopie as well as old, is one of the main reasons for the existence of
this Departwment.

Another reason is the coming-of-age of women. We are in a revolutionary
age, in a time of rapid social change, in the older societies as well as in
the newly-developed cnes, and this fact implies new responsibilities for the
Churches. They must re-think their structures consider the pastoral care to
be given to men and women who have to adjust to new situations and needs;
they have to teach and preach what is the Christian conception regarding women.
The Churches must witness and not remain silent: they must take the lead in
bringing about social change and not find themselves forced to fnllow years
later. They should attempt to solve the under-lying theological problems.

This Department is not meant to be a "wrmen's department", as many
people seem to think. It helps to brihg women together tn be ready to take
more responsibilities in the churches, but its concern is the well-being and
the renewal of the whole Church: and nnt only of the women's work in the Church.
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This conviction, added to that of the complementary nature of men and womens
explains the name of the Department, the Comperatlon of Men and Women in
Church and Society. ’

Madeleine Barot listed the following as being the major areas where
questlons need to be clarified and answered by theologians dnd othér scientists:

1. HOW do we understand what the Bible sdys about’ Women9 -inthe acoounts
of Creatlon, the Pall: in the Gnspels: i St. Paul? ,“’:‘? R

I H ,.:i‘
' K y o

There are great dlfferences of oplnlon about the authorlty nf the :
Blble and methods of blbllcal exeg331s- :

2.  Are the dlfferences between men and women ontologlcal or only functlon 17
Is the couple the "Image of God"9 What of subm1331on9 equallty° K

3. The Biblical idea of the complementary nature of man and woman is
generally aoceptbd‘by aIltheologloel schonls of thnught. How does it apply

i in relations other than that of marr1age9 The words "cooperaticon", "part-
nership",. “tngethcrness" are used in the Sociological and pchhologlcol" 
realmss but wha't about the - 8001631h10g10a1 realm9 Giv.

4 How can one identify, more clearly the theological and non- theologlcal

fagtors which have 1ed the Churches to 11m1t pretty largely thelr dlffercnt
ministries to men?

Beeer L ey : L

Madelelne Barot alsos gave examples of the revnlutlonﬂry changes in the
statis of women all-over the world. For instances there -are now only. flfteen
countries (Switzerland and, principally, the Arab countrles) where, Women do‘,
not have the right to vote. Yet the changes in the past decade in the Arab’
world are almost unbelievaeble. If universal primary and secondary education
can be operied Yo -girlsy thisg will do vastly more to speed up, social changenfj
In many countries mnre and mnre women are being employed cutside the home. -~
"Yé%, in parts of Africa,. in Mexico,.and no doubt in other places, there is
often- the bréak-up of the homej even when.the wife remains, because of thg .
increase of migrant labour going to .rapidly igrowing industrial areas. So,,“
often, the dominance of a.mother-in holding a family together will make one
kind of pattern. Theré are also vast changes being brought about because. of
increased automation. What happens:to women, and to men toos when,automatlan
comes? fix : : ‘ : :




- IT. DIAGNOSIS OF NORTH AMERICAN ATTTTUDES TOWARDS WOMEN ~

[

Barriers and Pfejudiqes'_ Attitudes and Motivations

What are the existing barriers which prevent God's people from
aoh1ev1ng fholeness as individuals, relationships of 1nteor1ty between L
persons and’ togetherness in Gommunlty- Why are women often forced 1nto

wsegregated patterns or givén minority status? For examples when the govern-

ing body 6f a denomination makee a deoision that women oannot be representeds
1mp1101t in that decision 15 ‘the idea that women are seoond—rate people:"
aside from the fact that the Church is not "having the full use ‘of “the glfts
which God has given its members. It should not have to be & question of
women struggling for their "rights", but much mere a question of the basic
acceptance of all and the relatlonshlps between people w1th1n the household

PoIs it that womer are often not allowed’ to take part? Tors i it that
women themselves do not want to? Or is it that women are afraid? Isn't it
partly fear, partly conditioning and partly the climate of the communi ty ?

For examples "Negroes are happy hs they are",‘or "Women are ‘happy as they are'
- many say and believe. As a result womén have developed a pattern of work,
often a segregated one, of keeping busy in women's groups.

There is the need for a renewed honesty, a renewéd freedom to attack
the stereotypes of what people think it means to be "masculine" (for example

Mg tan doesn'tory™) ort"femininié! (for examplé 'a woman isn't and shouldn't

fThe’OTdainea and Other Minigtries

be efflclent”)- ~ Vhat does the conception of the Church and the world as a
man's worlds do to women? and to men? Other subjects were discussed, such
as "efficiency"s "rivalry", "sompetition" and "role- ana1y51s“ (analyalng the
roles which people are playlng)' The Church should allow an individual
Christian to be himself or herself, :
‘ Cy e S

‘In developing a sociology of work, inter-relationships 'are very im-
portant. There is groat competition in the work worlds but it has also
been discovered that this competition and rivalry often continue in the home.
The two wdrlds - work dnd the home - impinge upon one another. But, what
should thé Christian patterh of “inter-relationships be both in the home and
at work? WhHat is friugtrating both men and women in the reWatlonshlp which
the Chrigtian Churéh practices? Is there any agreément among theologians
sociologists and psychologlots that oooperatlon of men and women is the best

’Way of relatloneh1p°

Freedom of" women in North: Amcrloan in general is gquite advanceds

:but not in.'the Church.' Must thethuroh oontlnue to remain S0 remote from

the World°

ey R RN i

. .

In spite of the fact that several major denominations have recently
approved the ordination of women; thére is still much opp051tlon to‘ordination

in other churchés; as well ‘as qul%é‘a ‘bit of prejudice in 'churches where ‘women

‘have been ordained for’ qulte a time: There is an analogy" between racigl’

pregudlce and pregudloe based upon sex. Por example, and as a symbol, ofteh
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the "ultlmateﬂ question asked in race relations is, "Would you like.your
sister or daughter to wmarry a negroO": In Church cirgles it is, "Would you
like to have a woman minister?" The emotions respond to these questions.
The World Council of Churches has said that Jbarriers on the basis of rape
are wrong. Can barriers ‘on -the bagis-of sex be Justlfled9 :

WHa't about all the mlnlstrles of the Church ~. k01non1a, dlakonna,
kerygmaO””Why should womén not be tested in all of these mln;strles by the
Holy Splrlt as men have been dovm - through. the. ages? What is the true maanlng

of "clergy" and "laity"? Women, and men also, are not aware of their real.
*Vocatlon, their total role; either in the Church or in soolety Both the
Church’ and’ 5001ety need the release of energy whlch the breaking down of :

barrlers due to pregudloe would brlng.

1

Some’ ‘New Insights of Present-Day éooioioéy and Psychology

. The follow1ng are .a few of the neW'1n51ghts which come from modern
5001ology and psyohology ' .

a) A1l meén ‘have femlnlne oharaoterlstlos in varylng degrees and all
women haVe some mascullne charaoterlstlos. .

b) It is essentisl that all beings live in relationskip to
‘ other beings. :

) Modern psychology re- empha314es 1ndlv1dua1 and SDGOlfLG dlfferenceSs

not generalluatlons. : IR .

d) Science is also’ empha3121ng the whole man: - splrltual as well as
’»fphy81oa1, emotlonal as well as mental, eto. ’ o 5;: -

e) These disciplines are beginning ‘to take a new and scrious look at
the roles traditionally aqslgned in work, and at the sexual differences
”of men and WOomen .

"f) Depth psychology olalms that if you ! do not 1earn to love you w111
destroy yourself and the others around you. People who have never,
: experlenoed love are not able to love. We are perhaps in an era of
E muoh 1ovelessness, 1n the Church as well as in secular soolety.

‘-*g) Th the dynamics of growth ‘people must 1earn to be. hostile at tlmes
to their parents; there is often the necessity for such hostlllty.

But when they have not been given the freedom to express such hostility
“(especially in the son-mother relatlonshlp) they are likely %o have. te
‘express it later in adulthood. This of course can and does affeot the

relationships between men and Women in the Church as well as 1n soclety-

H -
1]

Yet there is a danger that tnese insichts may.be taken as absolutes. There
is a danger in deflnlng too closely what 15 "normal" and "abnormal'. o

By and large men w111 go ovay from “the home and women gtay in -the home
with the children. But now, the woman warking outside the home is-engaged in..
a greater revolution 'than the technola Zical.one which we héar .o, much about.
To try to adapt and to find the true "complemontarlness" is difficult, It is
gtill true that there is no alternstivé to a loving home_and fauily. How do we
as Christians make this possible, in our rapidly ohanglng society? Ve have
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only acmalei criterfont ' For' examples no economic value “is ‘placed on thé work
of a. housew1fe; as: Well a5 1o prestlge (see Alva Myrdal's book “Woﬁéﬁfs Two
: We ﬂeed a synth831s between SOOlOlOQV) psychology and theology, even
. a 31mple exohange of ‘thought and flndlngs.' For example; the Bible says that
people-areinot thé same; and yet' tha't they” ‘are not d1v1ded. ‘Yet psyoho—“,
analysis:often stresscs the divisioni: - Pérhaps' the psychologloal and 3001olo—
glcal 1n31ghts at thls polnt are only desorlptlve, and ‘not normatlve.

g i :

Soclology and psychology are saying:' much about women; so are communism
and humanism. Must theology alone not have anything to say? Must the churches
{Protestant, Orthodox and Roman Catholic) alone remain silent and fail to give
leadership and guidance to society. There have been tremendous. developments
in anthropology. For example, in a study of culture and its effeat, it has
been discoveéred that if culture is ochanged 'at any one points it is changed
at every other polnt. What about developing a real Christian anthropologys s0
that we. can speak to society? 'Is there ‘some creative thinking being done on
~this in a systematic way in contemporary North Ameriocan theology? Marrlage
counseling has driven some theologians to do more thinking about the under=
lying doctrines of Creation and Rédemption, but so often this 1s done taklng
into ‘account the marriage relationship only. Much has been done in Systematlo
Theology on'sexs marriage, and dlvbroe, but not on man ‘and Woman as snch or
upon ~their bas1o relatlonshlp.

(R

III. SURVEY OF SOME ' TRENDS OF EUROFPEAN THEOLOGlCAL THINKING N THIS AREA
by André Dumas

The question of woman has undergone gonsiderable change’ -both in the
political and in the cultural realms. But in Europe it has not really in-
fluenced the Church (which has had 1ittle if any part in it) no¥ had any efféct
upon its theological: thlnklng "There is a' rendwal of interest. in biblical
knowleﬁge and' the actual’ interebt in the question of’ woman is related to it.-
How!is it possible to be Ffaithful to the text of the Book) while at the same
time taking ‘into account the realities of ‘daily 1life? The old llberallsm and
the old fundamentalism are questioned. Other religions of the Book are '
facing somewhat the ;same problem, . the re-thinking of many . questions, but:
espeolally some of . the tradltlonal theological thinking about women.. For
example; in Morocoo the First Congress of the Istiglal Movement raised the
questlon of’ the Koran in relation to.the women of Morocco in' the 20th oentuny-
In the cultural reolms there have. been. marked developments in anthropology.:
the’ phenomenologlste and the exlstentialists are also trying to find the
answers, What are the intrinsic values in these? All systems of thought
helping men. to live today must work on the reconciliation of man. with Jhimself.
Marx1sm from the beginning has tried. to help man, not only with’ ‘economic
alienntion, but with the ‘alienation and .division of the sexes. - Christiani....
theology often seems to follow at the end. ,

It s 1mportqnt that our ‘digcussion of the cooperdtion of men ‘and
women: be integrated intc the general: theologlcal discussion going otl w1th1n
the Church, A number of books have been written on Christiah Ethics; ‘and'
these books all have three main themes: a) Church and State; b) the Sexes;




O) Work. What does the Church have to say to a totalitarian state, and what
does submlssion to a. state mean? What should the relatlonshlp be, $0 the
authorlty of a'state and of resistance to it? What about the question of
mutual submission of the sexes? Before the War the question was not so much
about, the mutual place of men and women in Church and society. The ‘theology
was mainly anti-Puritenism and & anti- 1dea115m, turned towards marriage and sex.
Now there is much thought about thé place of women, but this should include
the more careful thlnklng on the meaning of the sexes» The most.outstanding
“theté's ard four: 1) the I~age of God; 2; the Fall; 3) the relationship he-.
tween Redenption and’ anthropology, and 4) the biblical foundations of the
differences between men and women.

‘1« The Image of God

Karl Barth in the third volume of his book "Church Ibgmatlcs"p glveSa
many pagés to the Image of God; commentlng at length upon the two different
stories of ereation in Genes1s, chapters 1 and 2. Continental theologians .
would put the fundariental dlfferenoes of the sexes quite apart from any other
differences. - The dlfferenoes between races ‘and nations are reconciled by
Pentecost. But to Barth; the dlfferenoe between the. sexes is the only
difference which will prevall in Paradlse and is pre-existent to the Fall._V
This is the reason’ why we have the “two storles An Genesis. In Genesis 1 Gods
after creating man and woman said, "It is good” - In Genesis 2. it is the man
himself, Adams who affirms that it is good. It was necessary that man himsclf
see the necessity for woman. The fact of woman being created second does not
carry any idea of inferiority. If we do not take into account our differcnces
we forget that we are not made to.be alone. God gives. the two different scxes
to complete each other.’ He, God, is wholly other, yet He enters into union
with man. This is the image of God. It is why the imege of marriage is used
to represent the relationship between Christ and His Church.

This raises questionss whloh are: extremely difficult -

a) In the Protestant churches the dlffleulty is to know hOW'to go from the
life of God to the life of many and from & spiritual symbol to life. Barth
speaks of the seoondarlty” of women in relation to the union of Christ and
His Church, saynng that because Christ 18 head of . the Church, man is. flrst
also that Adam was first in Croctlon, nd}although he approved of Eve 8
oreatlon, she WLS not qsked.; ‘ - '

b) In. the. Roman Catholic Church the prevalllng symbol ‘of the eﬁernal woman is
the Virgln Mqry, the imege is - the:mother rather than the wife.  This’ 1mage
says two things: (1) that woman by nature is moreé religinus and profound» but
£) in every-day life she '"hides behind" ‘the man and gives him first place;
the Virgin Mary "hid behind" or was secondary to Chrlqt. ‘This explains theA
feminine piety and. why only a man oani be ‘priest. . R

i

) In: the Orthodox Churoh theology Adam oorresponde to the Son and Eve to the
Holy Chost, - and together they cqual. the. Imago of God. It is thé theology of-
fusion' or merger,; rathcer than ercdunter. et O - R R

It is difficult to translate fhe Image of God into anthropologys but
it is very 1mportant. In fact these different notions unconsciously play a
significant part’ and explaln thc dlfferent attitudes in the various Church
tradltlons towards women- '

o




2:'The§Fali'énd‘its Signifiéaﬁce”forlmbﬁ and Women - -

We are no 1ongor in Taradlse and yet we are “hot yet in the Klngdom
wheré there is neluhor male nor: female. We live ln the World, touohed by
Redemptlon yet sti11l prey to sin, therefore we need "guards" around us.

It is a difficult question, "How to interpret nature', and more mpecificallys
"Which is the sequence of malediction?" Is it God who says.that human life is
thigy' or we who state 15?7 ' Is ‘the, maledlotlon to be broken by Redemptlon°

How do we 11ve after the Fa119  “

MonSIeur Dumas ralsed further the two questions of: .a) chlldren and
b) ‘celibacy s and p01nted out the dlfferencb between the 014 and New. Testament
teachlng, The’ Old Tostament puts all the emphasis upon reproduotlon as the.
‘goal of marrlage, malediction is placed upon sterility. And the Roman Catholic
Church has maintained this point of view. But in the New Testament, where
the Messiah has alrcady dothe, the’ emphasis changes. Reproduction is no longer
a necessity in the same sense, but a woman wants to have children qut of .
loyalty to her nature. In T Corimpthians 7 both marrlage and oellbacy are
given as two possible vocationss for both men and women. Both of these
voscations are 1mnortant to remember in pastoral oaunselllng- On the question
of cellbaoy: howcvor: the Roman Cathollo Church is closer to the New Testament
reallty than Protestanrlsm.

3¢ The Relatlonshlp becween Redemptlon and Anthropologv

There is total equality of the two sexes in Redemption, in both the
Gespels and the Fnistles. But this doesgn't necessarily carry over into anthro~
pologys EH would seem that Paul wanted to 6mpha31ze Redemption not sexs when
he said’ in Galatlans 3 "There is neither male nor female." But How then can
we explain the ﬂnthropolo ;lcal ‘consequences of the' Epistlep e cannot simply
take the the texts we like to prove our point, and actually there iz much.
empha31s in ‘the Eplotles on the differences betm&en the sexes-‘ Of course thc
end of the’ World was expeoted shortly." IR My .

4, What are the Blblloal Foundatlnns of the D:fferences between Nen and Women9

We are up agalnst the Gnntemnorary assumption that dlfferences dn not
exist, Simone de Beauvoir says that woman becemes woman when man looks &t her.
This is true theologically. How do we answer this problem? What, in fact,
are the differences? There are three biological cotnsiderations: a): the weak-
ness - of woman;  b) the dlfferences in the sexual act; and o) the fact that

voman - isi the childbearer. In how far isiit possible to get a realitheology
out of this (as Pieper does) starting with sexual intercourse?

There are two biblical considerations: a) the difference in name of
Adam and Eve, - Adam meaning "earth" and Eve meaning "flesh'"; therefore woman
being more complex; b) Woman never existed alone as man did, and therfore man
is more tempted to live alone. It 1s not wise to go too far in thiss yct we
must explore it. Just because there is an essential differentiation, an
encounter is possible between man and women; and because of the possibility
of real encounter, it is more important to stress this fact than to stress
the differences.

Alsos there are the different levels of the Church and the world.
Pasteur Dumas menioned the excellent work of Charlotte von Kirschbaum who
says that the silence of women sprken of in Corinthians was meant for the
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edification of the Churchs The.Church .is edified by the Words not silence,
A1l is meant to edify. The difriculty is that the different ministries
within :the . Churoh actually have :divided the Church instead of building it up.
This | bumldlng up-, of the. Communlty ig the primary things not the place of =
women. The. needs of the Church are or -should be the or1ter1a>: .not the’

Fdes;res of Women. ot ey

o The relatlonshlp of men and women in the Churich should be a- w1tness to
the world, and this witness in the world will of necessity change according:
to the needs. Sometimes the witness will have to be against the world. Most
important.is the answer to the basic question, "What are the essential needs

poin the relatlonshlp between men and women?" As we study this we may leamn:

that we . find more snlitude or lone11nesq than subordination or submission.
Thls Department should analyze the needs of men and women in the world today-

" In conclu31on; there are two magor questlons'

1) the method of exeg6815; how to be falthful to the text and yet adapt 1t
to the actual needs of the times; and. : ,

.‘fz) the questlon of nature.f Has .God created human nature to be permanent or

is nature only a myth, the sole reality being the relations between human: -
beings? This last question is not clear because it is very difficult. Where
oan we discover what nature really is? How can we discover what is'absolute?

e

A ﬁ In thq dlscuss1on whlch followed many questlons Werq ralsed' I% this .

_,méfhod of strict, ,exegetloal Bible study, the most.fruitfuls leading: to . the

truth of the situation, or is it a wery. sterile type rof study? Nhere - is the
1limit? Where is ouI'authorlty° Where ds the leadership; ofitthe Holy :Spirit?e
Doesn't the Holy Spirit continue to speak today and at all times, rather.than
Just in the past, in a strict interpretation of biblical times? Again, from
where does our authority come: 1) the Scriptures; 2) individual testimony

" of the Holy Spirit; 3) the tradition of the Church? What of- the- vagariss

of history? the individual 1nterpretatlon and bias of the authors? the
influencé of ‘the social setting? - What of distinctions and dlsagreementSO

‘of hlstorlacal a001dents in the Canon of Scr1pture9,

It bécame clear that there are great dlfferences between European and
American theology, certainly in the method” and empha81s of blblloal study .

Does theology" really play a deflnltlve rolc 1n elther Furope or North Amer10a9
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JOME _GOSPELS AND IN THE EPIDTLESO

Direct answers or relative ones?

. Does the New Testament have a direct answer to our perplexities? .
There is no clear ansSwer, for example, to the responslblllty which" Chrlstlans
should take 'in a republlc, or in any soclal ‘order or upon any problem’s in~"

L oluding men and women.’ The patient worklng Wlth specific texts is of course

important, but it is also important that we go back behind ‘the texts to the
general attitude of the treatment of men.and women in the Gospels and in the
“FEpistles: For example; Jesus)’ oveﬁmthnugh He was assncidted with Jews ‘almost
entirely, treated Gentiles in the same way.'  Apparently He made no distinction
between Jews and Gentiles; nor did.He between men and women, apparently treat-
ing women the same as’ He did’ men. " Yet most if not all of the New Testament

was written by men, and naturally, therefore, would have a mascullne v1ew—p01nt.
For examples the author of Luke-Acts was most interested in women’s yét Cadbuny
thlnks that perhaps he had only a sentlmental domestlc 1nterest 1n them (see

- I Core. 11)

;,.f ".;;:“ ' EE : e .

’"Dlakonla", one of the New Testament sdholars sald, Mg perhaps ‘the”
essential Christian ministry (not the eplscopate) and'is everywhere carried on
by women as well asg men. We shruld of course look at the Scriptures to see
the kinds of ministries.... In the’ Prophets, in the teachings nf Jesus '‘and of
Paul all 1nst1tut10ns are relative. The most basic pattern of all seems to'be
'the Chosen ‘People'y which naturally inoluded both men and women.’ Thls was
certalnly a fresh way of looklng at’ 1nst1tutlons-" ' A :

It was agreed that‘we“should‘try‘to be clear'nn*a) the - questlons belng
asked, and b) the situations to which God is speaking, then and now.’ The
vsituations and the.institutions are of eourse relativea’

What dnes the NeW‘Testament say about"‘

1) Mutual submlss1on¢ - Uneaslness was, expressed about the enmha31s of Woman 8
submission . to man» . Tt is: rather thatveverynne should be: subject 1nia‘sltuat1en
where 1t is .appropriate. . In I Corinthians 7, neither hu sband nor wife has,
sovereignty. Instead, the relationship is reciprocals both owing duty. to one
annther. In Ephes1an8: mutual submission is not used, but.rather communlon.
The union between a man and his wife is.a mystery as is the union between
Christ and His Church; and so the husband is to love his wife, .as; Christ

loves His Church. Perhaps there is. danger, however, in making too, .close an
;analogy, for the man is nnt, Chrlst and the woman is not the Church. :Of. courses
in Catholic theology, the analogy is made as an explanation of.the. sacramental
theory. - The point: was wmade, that the dpestle Paul was not instructing ebout
sex and marriage, but 1nstead was. telling all Chrlstlan people to, submit as,
Christ submitted. . - .~ . G S |

Paul talks abput marriage as central, though certainly not exhaustive.
Does marriage relate. £0 other. relatlnnshlps? . Is "submission" the. best way
to express the. relatimnship? Isn't'"love" better and more exhaustlve than sex
and marriage, although. "subm1ss1on" ‘can be, considered as a sharpened. conceptlon
of: the word Mlove"s or of service as an. act of love, "serving one. another in
love". However, it was pointed out that in service one is generally free to
enter in or go nut. But this can be a fatalisms,a holding on to the status quo»
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How would slaves become free? How would things be made new? "Reconciliation”
would be better than "submissisn," it was Slggested. What of Jesus' summary of
the Law, of the Seoond commandment "to.love. thy neighbour as thyself'? Or

of His new Commandment, that "vou love one another as I have loved you'?

One of the Canadian theologilans made the next three p01nts from the
Gospels:

2): The. rlghtshof wnmen (Mark 10&11) - No wbmen was chosen to be one of the
twelve.. ,Ihis is. a tneologlgalwanswer for.somes but hethinks that 1t s

8001olog10a1: for Jesus. was a.Jew of the Flrst Centuny and it was, 1nconoelvab1e
that a woman would have been chosen, ‘g;,.‘v,:‘ %,;g, , ORI

5) The status of women. - The freedom with whlch Jesus met women. - (Lukewi5;ehd 26) 5
+not, that status was the main issue at all : ; , e

il

4) Obe ience (Mark 5 55, Matt. 12 50) - "Whnsoeve;c' shall ‘o the w111 of myj
Father which is in. heavens rthe- same dis. my hrothers; and sister, and mother. "
fWWoman has the same obedlence to render. ta God as has man.. If woman renders

obedience to God,  then she can stand on an equal footing; as can man if he:

does. It was stated that Mary is nnt given a place nf honnur in the Synowtlcs-

In Luke "Blessed is the womb that bore Thee" is a reference to a sentimental

interpretation of motherhood. Nnte Jesus' replys "No, blessed are; those who

. hear the Word nf God. and keep 1t” I ; T

) But what of 00~ nperatlono Co nperatlnn can be goqd,or bad,. for example .
.in; Matthew, if a man looks, at a woman .with lust. Yet there was Jesus!'. co-
nperatlon with His mother,,also his and others,H o=pperation, w1th frlends.,
In fact there are many situations in which co-operation is shown in the New
Testament. A woman not nnly has rights but functions and glfts, as mnther,
friend, eto., as co-nperator in the Church.. Yet is the word "co-operation
the best word to use? . . s Q 5dhﬂA'i - L e

It was suggested that we shnuld deal w1th the quegtlnn of men and women
more ontolagically, more "belng withsbeing"s . Instead of gonsidering hierarchys
equality and submission, isn't there another alternatlve - a depth of being

! atwhich we are not male or female?: I Paul saying this? Is this questioh’
" related’ to anthropnlogy and eschatnlogy9 ‘Do the different statuses apply to
sex’or %o persons° If we are reclly walt;ng for *the Kingdom td comes what -
does it mean for the differént’ statuse 3" Will they ocontinue in the Kingdom
of Heaven? Perhaps it is more related “t0 practical experiences or to the
Hlstorlcal situation - for example in ‘Golossiens, the ethic Of superior: and‘
inférior-tlassess where Paul does not interfere; he sayss "Be subgect.,; :

Thig is 1nonntestably tied up with the ‘social s1tuatloﬂ3 ‘We'must find a new
ethlc; that woman ‘is not inferior, = because Paul was imperfect and of : course
‘was onndltloned by ‘his time. What of the spcial furction of man and WomenOf
Befnré God race may be an irrelevant’ fectoro TIs sex an ‘irrelevant factor?
There was dlsagreement: for ‘aren't both race and g6k in God's planv In the:
pilgrimage of Christians the answer to this is important. :

Ephe51ans has no ‘eschatrlogical &lements. If this 1s'sﬁ} we are free
to ask in terms of “the"Holy Splrlt. jWHat is the new eth10° The: female and male
~are complementa:y, 00mp1et1ng: an enrlching fellowshlp, a oneness in the" Holy
‘" Gatholic Church. But’snite  think that Submission cdn be crmplefiéntarys’ thaf
nomplementarity has nothlhg to do w1th equality 0r non- equallty: that 1t 1s a
biological faot. ' el
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, There shines. tnrmughnut the whole New Testament deep respect fer
persons, of the worth of each in' the sight nf God. ‘But then there 1s the’
question of the relationship of men and womens the question Of ‘what enters’
1nto enmplementarlness.; Christianity wrestles with both. .. o

There seems to be a new light dawning upon 01d Téstament studies 'in’
North America. It used to be that the Bible was used to prove an already
established doctrine or point of view. Now the Bible is being looked: ~atl in
a different way, as a:whnle to sée. where the. Splrlt 1eadeth: and nnt Jusﬁ;nt
*one small passage to prove a p01nt. . Lo .

New Testament sohnlﬂrs are:’ turning more tn Biblical theologys con=
sidetring the whole’ social environment of the: time when the book was writtem:
The'problers of ‘method nf biblical study and-af the authorlty of the Blble o

were ralsed agaln and agaln.
!

V. THE CHALLENGE FOR THE W.G.GC.-

A gl I A

Tt was generally agreed’ that:the mrst urgent questions to. be considered
by the Departmeritishould © + - « be stated clearly, presented and urged:
uprn scholars. .. in the various discinlines“(theologioal and‘nmn—thenlngieal)
for serious study and research, this of cnrurse tn be related to the current
rigeds’ of men and women in the Church rand in ‘snciety. These schnlars should
‘be asked tn give! their answers ahd itheir reasons for and against their don-
“rolusions. There. should be a careful diagnosis of the barriers against the:
wholeness of-the Churich and the fulness of peoplé. : The traditinnal patterns
Jand sterentypes should be: freshly ahd:carefully examined, taking intoiiaccount
-'both the - thenlngloql qnd blbllcal realm and’ the non- theologlcal realm.-

i . M i

A+ In Biblical Theology we need a mnre thnrnughgolng study of the whole
Dootrine of Creation. There seems tn be dawning new light and a new trend
in Old Testament studies, an attempt tn look at the whole and the meaning of
-.%he whole in relation tn carefyl, _regearch and exege51s, also in relatlon to
the Whole soclal env1ronment. v

. The Gospels shnuld be studled, what they say about Women: ChrLst'
attltude towards women, in fact the wholé cnncept nf women and the relatlonshlps
bebween men and women:. in the New Testament.

B. In Systematlo Thenlogvs 1t was stated that 11ttle 1f anything has Jbeen
done in this field to give deep thought to t\e relationship of men and women
: nther than in  the areas nf sex ‘and marrlage. " What of the Dhctrine ~f the
Holy Spirit? What is the deep meaning of "Community" and the sﬂere men end
women are meant to have ‘in' it? ' What of the théology of ordinatione =

C+ In Christian Anthropologys; there is the definite need for the development
of a real Christian anthropnlogys to give guidance to societys, but also to the
bhureh; and to pafwllel the tremendous gains and discoveries made in the general
anthropologlcal fleld' We need badly q v1ta1 end prnphetlo Chrlstlan Dnctrlne
of Mén.3 : oo

R R e B . B o
St PR o PR f;;:" [N PN S

D. In Chrigftian Bthicss Ehere 1s also the need for-a ehallenglng ethic’ ‘on
the true relatlonshlp whlch shoul& exist between men and wnmen w1th1n the

RS TRTEER TN AR Leticton : REENTE!
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household of God, the Church, and also within society.  What does God mean
this relatlonshlp to, be? E_’ .

And the relationshiﬁ between anthfnpolngy} ontology and eschatology
must be kept in foous.

E:i In Sociology and Psychology, it was gensrally agreed that the world in--
‘oluding North America, ‘seemsg little -interested in Pauline sayings of many
centuries agon and that the Church must not only be willing to examine its own
patterns of thinking, but that it must be informed about discoveries of Truth
made in other réalms:of thought. Sosiology is pressing upon the mind of the
.Church., Must the Church continuerto remain so remcte in its theological”
thinking?  For examples whet happens to women - -and to men too - when auto-
matinn comes¢ What happens to the famlly when migration takes place?

- <> Whet meaning dres an
analysis of the varirus roles which men and women are playing in society have
for the Church, and for individuals in the Church? It would seem that it is
not possible to define the.role nf one without defining the role of the other.
What of the sociology of work? What about discrimination against women in
other realms? Doesn't any such discrimination affect the status ~f women,

- and the status of hens wherever it ncours? What can we learn of inter-relatirn-
ships in-a highly competitive:world? Do competition and rivalry carry over
into the home and into the Church? ‘ ‘ : h

How have the insights of mndern psychology enriched our understanding

of the Christian Dnctrine of Man? Héew might these two disciplines learn more
from each other in assnciation and interchange? A greater synthesis is needed
between psychology and thenlngy as well as between sociology and theologys.
. The Bible teaches whnléness, and mightn't one of the insights which sociology
and psychnlogy can give us, be that this wholenéss doesn't: come immediately?
Psychology has certainly given more insight into the whnle dynamics of growth
and of how people learn. o

S

’ It was recommended that the Department should serlﬁusly cnn51der d01ng
a book (as the second vnlume in a series of which Dr. Kathleen Bliss' bnok
"The Service and Status of Women in- the Churches" was the flrst) as a Chriwtian
‘crlthue, on "Christian Perspectives on Men and Womeh in a Revnlutlonary Age's

It was also suggested that a careful biblingraphy be drne firsts so as
not to waste tlme; to help deflne the problem and tn nutllne the bonk 1n the
-prncess. o T Rt

It was suggested that thls Department mlght encnurage a stuy nf what is
501ent1flca11y proved about women, psychologically om the basis of objective
testingj also the dlfferences between men and women.

*,.-' * O

USH of these sqgge tlons were referred to the Worklng Commlttee of the
Department which met for two days 1mmed1ately frllowing .this Consultation.
Certainly the North Americans who met with us had brought some new insightss
and the Consultation showed once again that the same concerns for the co-
opgration of men and women exist amnng the Churches.gverywhere., e saw that
different, roads are.being followed to lead .to the. slution of the’ same -question,
but we believe that this is a definite enrichment and a cause for much hope
in the ecumenical encounter.
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