Journal of Pain Research Dovepress
Taylor & Francis Group

LETTER

A Commentary on Acupoints for Headache with
Blood Stasis Syndrome: A Literature Study Based
on Data Mining Technology [Letter]

Yaling Zheng*, Yujun He*, Yi Xu

Department of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Taizhou Hospital of Zhejiang Province Affiliated to Wenzhou Medical University, Taizhou City, People’s
Republic of China

*These authors contributed equally to this work

Correspondence: Yi Xu, Department of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Taizhou Hospital of Zhejiang Province Affiliated to Wenzhou Medical
University, 150 Ximen Street, Linhai City, Taizhou City, Zhejiang Province, 317000, People’s Republic of China, Email xuy|065@enzemed.com

Dear editor

The research by Shi et al titled “Acupoints for Headache with Blood Stasis Syndrome: A Data Mining-Based Literature
Review”' has been an engaging read. Their innovative application of data mining techniques to analyze acupoint
selection for blood stasis-type headache marks a notable methodological progress in Traditional Chinese Medicine
(TCM) research. The comprehensive dataset assembly and preliminary statistical analysis indeed lay a valuable ground-
work for subsequent clinical and mechanistic explorations. Nevertheless, several adjustments could be made to enhance
the study’s scientific precision and interpretability.

First, a discrepancy in numerical reporting is observed in the “Utilization of Acupuncture Points” section. While the
text states “7 acupoints with frequency >40” and “16 acupoints with frequency >10”, Figure 2 and Table 2 respectively
list only 6 and 15 acupoints in these categories. Such inconsistencies may confuse readers when interpreting the
prioritization of acupoints based on their usage frequency.

Second, regarding the classification of acupoints in the “Correlation Between Meridians and Acupuncture Points”
section, the article divides acupoints into meridian acupoints and extraordinary acupoints. However, this classification
framework omits Ashi points, which are explicitly recognized as a distinct category in authoritative TCM texts such as
Meridian and Collaterals, Acupoints.” Given their clinical relevance in pain management, clarifying the exclusion of Ashi
points from the analysis would help avoid potential misunderstandings about the scope of the study.

Third, Table 4 exhibits inconsistent rounding practices. The reported value of 40.2% for head and neck acupoints
requires adjustment. Based on the formula 31/(31 + 21 + 12 + 5 + 8) = 40.26%, the rounded result should align with the
table’s convention, preferably presented as 40.3% to maintain consistency with other numerical values.

Lastly, an error in proportional calculation occurs in the meridian-acupoint correlation analysis within the same
section. The paper states 17.2% (97 out of 564) for Yin meridian acupoints and 82.8% (467 out of 564) for Yang
meridian acupoints. However, recalculating from the data in Table 3, the total number of acupoints is actually 675. This
yields a corrected proportion of 24.1% for Yin meridians (summing SP 56, HT 10, LU 10, PC 6, KI 4, LR 45, CV 17,
totaling 148) and 75.9% for Yang meridians (summing GB 171, GV 76, ST 55, TE 53, LI 53, BL 49, SI 10, totaling 467).
This miscalculation may affect the accurate interpretation of meridians’ roles in treating blood stasis-type headaches.

It is hoped that these proposed refinements will strengthen the article’s accuracy and facilitate broader acceptance of
data-driven approaches in TCM research. Thank you for considering these comments.

Disclosure
The authors have no conflicts of interest to declare for this communication.

Journal of Pain Research 2025:18 2373-2374 2373
Received: 23 April 2025 © 2025 Iheng et al. This work is published and licensed by Dove Medical Press Limited. The full terms of this license are available at https://www.dovepress.com/terms.
Accepted: 7 May 2025 AT php and incorporate the Creative Commons Attribution — Non Commercial (unported, v4.0) License (http:/creati org/lice by-nc/4.0/). By accessing the

work you hereby accept the Terms. Non-commercial uses of the work are permitted without any further permission from Dove Medical Press Limited, provided the work is properly attributed. For
permission for commercial use of this work, please see paragraphs 4.2 and 5 of our Terms (https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php).

Published: 9 May 2025


http://www.dovepress.com/permissions.php
https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php
https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php
https://www.dovepress.com

Zheng et al

References

1. Shi J, Li T, Yang H, et al. Acupoints for headache with blood stasis syndrome: a literature study based on data mining technology. J Pain Res.
2024;17:2455-2471. doi:10.2147/JPR.S471441
2. Shen X. Meridian and Collaterals, Acupoints. Beijing: China Medical Science and Technology Press; 2020.

Dove Medical Press encourages responsible, free and frank academic debate. The contentTxt of the Journal of Pain Research ‘letters to the editor’ section does not necessarily represent
the views of Dove Medical Press, its officers, agents, employees, related entities or the Journal of Pain Research editors. While all reasonable steps have been taken to confirm the
contentTxt of each letter, Dove Medical Press accepts no liability in respect of the contentTxt of any letter, nor is it responsible for the contentTxt and accuracy of any letter to the editor.

Journal of Pain Research Dovepress
Taylor & Francis Group

Publish your work in this journal

The Journal of Pain Research is an international, peer reviewed, open access, online journal that welcomes laboratory and clinical findings in the
fields of pain research and the prevention and management of pain. Original research, reviews, symposium reports, hypothesis formation and
commentaries are all considered for publication. The manuscript management system is completely online and includes a very quick and fair
peer-review system, which is all easy to use. Visit http:/www.dovepress.com/testimonials.php to read real quotes from published authors.

Submit your manuscript here: https://www.dovepress.com/journal-of-pain-research-journal

https:

. ournal of Pain Research 2025:18
2374 Bl X in O J



https://doi.org/10.2147/JPR.S471441
https://www.dovepress.com
http://www.dovepress.com/testimonials.php
https://www.facebook.com/DoveMedicalPress/
https://twitter.com/dovepress
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dove-medical-press
https://www.youtube.com/user/dovepress

	Dear editor
	Disclosure

