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Abstract: Orbital emphysema is usually a benign, self-limited condition. Intraorbital extension
of the entrapped air in the absence of an orbital fracture is extremely rare. Although benign,
a careful periodic monitoring of intraocular pressure, optic nerve examinations, and prompt
management are warranted in order to prevent tension pneumoobitus secondary to increasing
intraorbital pressure by the orbital air.
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A 60-year-old man with advanced chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD)
presented with spontaneous pneumothorax and respiratory failure requiring chest
tube placement, intubation, and mechanical ventilation. A large air leak through
the chest tube indicated the presence of a bronchopleural fistula. Within hours, he
developed massive subcutancous emphysema involving the entire torso, neck, and
face, especially the orbits (Figure 1). Ophthalmologic examination showed orbital,
conjunctival, and subconjunctival emphysema with mild increase in intraocular ten-
sion bilaterally. He was stabilized, underwent thoracotomy with stapling of bullae,
and subsequently recovered.

Orbital emphysema is generally a benign, self-limited condition, most commonly
associated with trauma or surgery involving the sinuses or orbits (Cartwright et al
1992). Intraorbital extension of the entrapped air in the absence of an orbital fracture
is extremely rare (Hunts et al 1994). In this case, orbital emphysema resulted from
extension to the eyes of massive subcutaneous emphysema in the setting of a large
bronchopleural fistula and positive-pressure mechanical ventilation.

Figure | Orbital emphysema: Bilateral massive orbital swellings due to massive orbital emphysema complicating
bronchopleural fistula.
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Although uncommon, orbital emphysema may com-
promise retinal and optic nerve vascularization (Hunts et al
1994, Wood et al 1996). Visual loss may occur because of
tension pneumoorbitus which results from increasing intra-
orbital pressure by the orbital air; therefore, rapid diagnosis
and management are essential (Cartwright et al 1992, Wood
et al 1996). Careful monitoring of intraocular pressure and
decompression by needle aspiration or canthotomy with
cantholysis, and orbitotomy may be necessary to avert
these complications (Hunts et al 1994, Wood et al 1996).
Intraocular pressure monitoring may be critical when orbital
emphysema coexists with glaucoma.

References

Cartwright M, Ginsburg R, Nelson C. 1992. Tension pneumoorbitus. Ophthal
Plast Reconstr Surg, 8:303-4.

Hunts J, Patrinely J, Holds J, et al. 1994. Orbital emphysema. Staging
and acute management. Ophthalmology, 101:960—-6.

Wood B, Mirvis S, Shanmuganathan K. 1996. Tension pneumocephalus
and tension orbital emphysema following blunt trauma. Ann Emerg
Med, 28:446-9.

188

International Journal of COPD 2007:2(2)




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


