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Dear editor
We welcome the comments provided by Lestari et al regarding our article and thank them. We would like to address these
comments and provide further clarification.

As previously mentioned, our study utilized a cross-sectional design based on secondary data, employing a census
sampling method. In the results section, in addition to presenting univariate analysis on the prevalence of hypertension
and diabetes, we also conducted various comparisons between variables. These comparisons included examining the
prevalence of hypertension in diabetics and non-diabetics, the prevalence of hypertension and diabetes separately among
male and female patients and the prevalence of these conditions across different age groups. We also compared the
prevalence of hypertension and diabetes in severely ill COVID-19 patients to the general population.

Regarding the use of inferential statistics, we would like to reiterate that our study employed a census sampling
method. Therefore, inferential statistics, which are typically used to draw conclusions about a larger population based on
a sample, were not utilized. Instead, we used descriptive statistics to provide a comprehensive summary of the data and
gain insights into the characteristics of the studied population.

In scientific researches, it is generally recommended to avoid using the term “to prove” when discussing findings or
conclusions. This is because science is a process of gathering evidence, analyzing data, and drawing conclusions based
on the available evidence. Scientific research aims to provide support or evidence for a hypothesis or theory rather than
definitively proving something beyond any doubt.

Lastly, we acknowledge the suggestion regarding including the degree of hypertension and type of diabetes in analyses.
While we understand the potential value of analyzing these additional data, our study aimed to maintain simplicity by
focusing on the variables mentioned. We thank Dovepress for providing a platform for the exchange of information.
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Infection and Drug Resistance is an international, peer-reviewed open-access journal that focuses on the optimal treatment of infection (bacterial,
fungal and viral) and the development and institution of preventive strategies to minimize the development and spread of resistance. The journal is
specifically concerned with the epidemiology of antibiotic resistance and the mechanisms of resistance development and diffusion in both hospitals and
the community. The manuscript management system is completely online and includes a very quick and fair peer-review system, which is all easy to use.
Visit http://www.dovepress.com/testimonials.php to read real quotes from published authors.
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