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The World’s Displaced Persons 
UNHCR Global Trends Report 2015 (issued June 2016) 
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•  Population cohort of adults with stress disorder diagnoses 
from 1995-2011 (n = 101,663) 

•  Comparison group (age, sex matched; n = 508,315) 
•  Used national healthcare and social registries for data 
•  ICD-10 stress disorders = acute stress reaction, PTSD, 

adjustment disorder, and two unspecified diagnoses 
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Why Do Political Organizations Target Civilians? 
Unintentional Intentional

Means to an End End in Itself Unforeseen 
Accident
Systemic  

"collateral damage"  
(foreseeable, 

structural) 

Proportionality/
Double Effect 

(unintended, yet 
foreseable and 

foreseen choice)
Foundational premise: 

targeting civilians is 
illegitimate,  

adhering to the 
principle of distinction

Shared premise: targeting civilians is legitimate,  
denying or ignoring the principle of distinction or the fact 

that certain people are "innocent" civilians

Attacking Civilians 
Directly  

achieves the 
aspirations for a 
pure or dominant 

civilizational, racial, 
or class identity

Thumbscrew/ 
Punishment Theory:  

 hurting civilians directly 
or indirectly 

works   
to achieve military 

objectives

What beliefs and feelings underpin the 
assumption that targeting civilians is 
legitimate?  How do they change?
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Intelligence and Counterterrorism 
Students Challenging Violent Extremism  

Ø  Current Challenge:  
§  Terrorist organizations, across the political spectrum, are mobilizing 

youth via social media 

Ø  What is P2P Challenging Extremism?  
§  P2P: Challenging Extremism provides an opportunity for youth to 

create and activate their own social media campaigns to challenge 
violent extremist ideology, propaganda, and recruitment messaging 

Ø   How Does P2P Work?  
§  Student teams, together with their faculty advisor, receive $2000 to 

produce a real campaign and measure its impact 

Ø  What will we do in my class?  
§  We will help a new NGO, Parents4Peace, provide information to 

family members who are worried that their kids are radicalizing to join 
neo-Nazi, jihadi, or other violent movements 

12/4/16, 3:46 PMParents For Peace - Together against extremism, committed to a better tomorrow

Page 2 of 7http://parents4peace.org/

"If it happened to my child, it can"If it happened to my child, it can
happen to yours."happen to yours."

“If it happened to my child, it can 
happen to yours” 
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Rapid DNA Will Quickly Pose Challenges 

§  The power of DNA is: 
1.  Identification (1:N) 

§  Where N is > 15 
million 

2.  “Cold Hits” 
3.  Once digitized, it may 

be searched forever. 

§  The more DNA you collect & 
search, the more you match. 

Current DNA processing is manually 
rigorous, time consuming, & 
resource intensive…  BUT 
 
 
 
 

Public policy challenges loom: 
•  Collection 
•  Searching & Retention 
•  DNA Processing 
•  Information Sharing 
•  Legal Standards 
•  Technical Standards 
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Andrew Pogany 2003 Andrew Pogany 2010 

Terrorism, Cowardice, and the Limits of Trauma 


